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amazement the change in the King, who had eyes and ears only
for the dancer. Contrary to his custom, he spared no expense to
fulfil her wishes. He placed at her disposal a box at the theatre
immediately beside the Court Box and bought her an equipage.
Carriage and lackeys wore armorial bearings with a nine-pointed
coronet. It was immediately concluded that the King wished
to elevate Lola Montez to the rank of Countess. It was already
rumoured that through Lola's influence and intervention posts
could be obtained, increase of pay granted, and transfers forced.
Lola lived in a building belonging to the Hotel 'Zum Goldenen
Hirschen'. The King visited her daily. Everyone knew, for he
went there in broad daylight and every child knew the King.

'All veneration for the sanctity of the King's person,1 Count
Bernstorff reported to Berlin,1 'every conception of the dignity of
the Throne is trampled under foot by this ruthless publicity. . . .
The ecclesiastical party is profoundly depressed and anxious.
They, who in addresses and manifestos had always proclaimed
King Ludwig as the most devout of Kings, as the Protector of the
Church and the Faith, suddenly find themselves most cruelly
confuted in the eyes of the whole world. However, this party with
its priests and father confessors will scarcely fail to exploit the
King's new blunder to their own advantage.

Anonymous letters were written to the Queen. She, gentleness
itself and accustomed to her husband's susceptibilities, had finally
called him to task in anger. The result was a discussion and a
quarrel between husband and wife, which lasted several days,
and which was apparent to the world because for several consecu-
tive performances the King avoided the Queen's box at the theatre,
and, contrary to his usual custom, sat alone in the large unlit
Court Box. That lasted for a few days and then they were again
seen together at the theatre; but this was only due to Therese's
gentle conciliatory efforts. The King did not give up Lola Montez;
he remained as before under her spell. On ist December, 1846,
he bought her a house, No. 7 Barerstrasse, at a cost of 16,000
gulden, a comparatively low price. It was rather an unpretentious
little house, but none the less reports concerning the 'palace
prepared by the King for the dancer' were fantastic. Everything
was grossly exaggerated. No one hesitated to pry into the King's
private affairs in the most spiteful manner, but Ludwig paid no

1 Graf BernstorS to von Canitz, Confidential Report, Munich, 30th November,
1846.  Secret Prussian State Archives, Dahlem.